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Introduction  
 

The purpose of this guide is to enhance the educational content of the Museum of Aviation 

exhibit The Tuskegee Airmen: A Proud Heritage. 

 

The Tuskegee Airmen fought for freedom at home and abroad during World War II. They 

achieved a remarkable combat record and played a key role in the integration of the armed 

forces. Their story is one of inspiration for all Americans and offers rich possibilities for 

educators.  
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Learning objectives 
 

Students will: 

 Å Discuss and define what it means to have an impact on society; 

 Å Discuss and demonstrate how the Tuskegee Airmen overcame discrimination   

 and made an impact on society; 

 Å Research African Americans in the U.S. Military.
1
 

 

 

Tours 
 

Guided and self-guided tours of the museum are available; call (478) 926-5558 to schedule a 

tour.  

 

Visit the Museum of Aviationôs webpage at www.museumofaviation.org for more information 

about education programs, exhibits, and planning your visit.  

 

 

Georgia Performance Standards  

Related to World War II and the Tuskegee Airmen 
 

SS5H6 The student will explain the reasons for Americaôs involvement in World War II. 

 

a. Describe Germanyôs aggression in Europe and Japanese aggression in Asia. 

b. Describe major events in the war in both Europe and the Pacific; include Pearl Harbor, Iwo 

Jima, D-Day, VE and VJ Days, and the Holocaust. 

c. Discuss President Trumanôs decision to drop the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagaskai. 

d. Identify Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill, Hirohito, Truman, Mussolini, and Hitler. 

e. Describe the effects of rationing and the changing role of women and African-Americans; 

include "Rosie the Riveter" and the Tuskegee Airmen. 

f. Explain the U.S. role in the formation of the United Nations. 

                                                 
1
 From the Knowitall.org, Celebrate FreedomðThe Tuskegee Airmen 60th Anniversary Lesson Plan ñAfrican 

American Leaders in the U.S. Military.ò 

http://www.museumofaviation.org/
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A Brief History of the Tuskegee Airmen  
 

To understand something about the Tuskegee Airmen, we have to go back in time to around 

1940. The United States was preparing for World War II. Leaders in our government knew that 

airplanes would be extremely important in the war. So as part of a huge military build up, the 

government wanted to create the most powerful air force in the world. Many people wanted to be 

pilots, including many African Americans. 

 

But African Americans faced a tremendous 

challenge. At that time, there were a lot of 

white people who thought African 

Americans werenôt as good as they were. 

The United States was segregated. There 

were separate schools, restaurantsðeven 

separate restrooms and water fountainsðfor 

white people and African Americans. The 

military was also segregated, and African 

Americans werenôt allowed to fly military 

airplanes.  
 

 

African Americans still wanted to serve in 

the military and fight for freedom. And 

many African Americans wanted to be 

pilots, too. During World War II, there were 

some people who did not believe that 

African Americans could fly airplanes. Of 

course, that sounds ridiculous to us today 

because we know that African Americans 

can fly airplanes as well as anyone else.  

 
 

Fortunately, there were enough Americansðboth black and whiteðwho knew African 

Americans could fly airplanes. They did everything they could to give African Americans a 

chance to train as military pilots. Finally, the government said, ñOkay, weôll give you a chance." 
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A pioneering African American pilot was 

Charles Alfred ñChiefò Anderson. As a 

young man, he saved his money so he could 

take flying lessons. When he could not find 

a flying school that would accept an African 

American student, he bought his own plane 

and found an instructor who would teach 

him. Anderson earned his private pilotôs 

license in 1929. In 1932 he became one of 

the first African Americans to receive his 

commercial pilotôs license.  

  

Anderson and his friend Dr. Albert Forsythe made many long distance flights to promote 

aviation, including a tour of South America. They were the first African Americans to complete 

a round-trip transcontinental flight across the U.S. In 1940, Anderson joined the faculty at 

Tuskegee Institute as head of the Civilian Pilot Training Program. He was known as "Chief" by 

the pilots he trained. 

 

An important event occurred in April 1941 when Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt, demonstrated her support for African American pilots by taking a flight with Chief 

Anderson. The success of Tuskegeeôs Civilian Pilot Training Program led the Army to award a 

contract to the Institute to train military pilots. 

 

 

The government chose Tuskegee, Alabama, as 

the place where African Americans would learn 

to be military pilots. Tuskegee is located about 

where the arrow is pointing.  

 

During World War II, nearly 1,000 African 

Americans became military pilots at 

Tuskegee. They were known as the 

Tuskegee Airmen. 

 



The Tuskegee Airmen: A Proud Heritage 

Interdisciplinary Teacher Guide 

 

6 

 

 

More than 10,000 African Americans worked to 

support the pilots. They served in many jobsðas 

aircraft mechanics, supply clerks, doctors and 

nurses, photographers, cooks, and so on. So the 

Tuskegee Airmen were not only the pilots, but 

also the support personnel. 

 

The first Tuskegee Airmen were organized 

into a unit called the 99th Fighter Squadron. 

There were no white people in the 99thð

only African Americans. The 99thôs insignia 

or patch is in the top right corner. Benjamin 

O. Davis, Jr. (top left) was the commander 

of the 99th Fighter Squadron. Years later, he 

became the first African-American general 

in the U.S. Air Force.  

 

 

In 1943, the men of the 99th Fighter Squadron traveled across the Atlantic Ocean to the country 

of Tunisia in Africa. In Tunisia, the 99th flew combat missions against the German Air Force. 

Later, the 99th moved to the island of Sicily and then Italy.  
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In 1944, the 99th became part of a larger unit, the 

332nd Fighter Group. The 332ndôs insignia is in 

the top right corner. Take a good look because 

youôll see it again later. There were no white 

people in the 332ndðonly African Americans. 

The 332nd was based in Italy.  

The Tuskegee Airmen flew several different 

types of airplanes but they are most famous 

for this one: the P-51 ñMustang.ò The tails 

of the 332nd Fighter Groupôs Mustangs 

were painted red and so they became known 

as the ñRed Tails.ò This painting by Willie 

Jones, Jr. shows two red tail Mustangs in 

flight.  

 

 

The Tuskegee Airmen were very good pilots and 

became famous for doing excellent work. One of 

their jobs was keeping enemy fighter planes away 

from heavy bombers. All the men who flew in the 

bombers were white. But the Tuskegee Airmen 

were so good at protecting bombers that bomber 

crews started asking for the Red Tails to fly with 

them. This painting by Steve Doyle shows a red-

tail P-51 shooting down a German fighter.  

Another group of Tuskegee Airmen were 

assigned to the 477th Bomb Group. The 

477th used twin-engine B-25 ñMitchellò 

bombers that had a crew of six: Pilot, co-

pilot, bombardier, navigator, flight engineer, 

and tail gunner. The 477th was not used in 

combat. Instead, the men of the 477th 

became famous for fighting segregation at 

their base near Seymour, Indianað

ironically named Freeman Field.  

 
 


