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Introduction

The purpose of this guide is to enhance the educational content digeum of Aviation
exhibit The Tuskegee AirmeA Proud Heritage

The Tuskegee Airmen fougfor freedom at home and abroad during World War II. They
achieved a remarkable combat record and played a key role in the integration of the armed
forces. Their story is one of inspiration for all Americans and offers rich possibilities for

educators.
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Learning objectives

Students will:
ADiscuss and define what it means to have an impact on society
ADiscuss and demonstrate how the Tuskegee Airmen overcame discrimination
andmade an impact on society
AResearch African Americans in the U.S. Militdry

Tours

Guidedand selfguidedtours of theanuseumare available; call (478) 928558 to schedule a
tour.

Visit the Museum owwwMuseunbfaviatiodostpr meebinfoanmton a t
about educatio programs, exhibitsand planning your visit.

Georgia Performance Standards
Related toWorld War Il and the Tuskegee Airmen

SS5H6 The student will explain the reasons fo

a . Descri be Ger maopeyaddslapangsg aggressionmmsia. n Eur

b. Describe major events in the war in both Europe and the Pacific; include Pearl Harbor, Iwo

Jima, BDDay, VE and VJ Days, and the Holocaust.

C . Di scuss President Trumanés de anddNagaskai.t o dr o
d. Identify Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill, Hirohito, Truman, Mussolini, and Hitler.

e. Describe the effects of rationing and the changing role of women and Afmcaricans;

include "Rosie the Riveter" and the Tuskegee Airmen.

f. Explain theU.S. role in the formation of the United Nations.

! From theKnowitall.org, Celebrate Freedoth The Tuskegee Airmen 60th Anniversiaegson Plafi Af r i ¢ a n
American Leaders in the U.S. Militaryo
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A Brief History of the Tuskegee Airmen

To understand something about the Tuskegee Airmen, we have to go back in time to arot
1940. The United States was preparing for World War Il. Leaders in ourgoeet knew that
airplanes would be extremely important in the war. So as part of a huge militaryjutitcte
government wanted to create the most powerful air force in the world. Many people wante
pilots, including many African Americans

Segregation

But African Americans faced a tremendou
challenge At that time, there were a lot of
white people who thought African
Americans werenot a
The United States was segregafBukere
were separate schools, restaurdrgsen
separate restrooms angter fountaind for
white people and African AmericariBhe
military was also segregated, and African
Americans werenot a
airplanes. .

o, TR
- — —

Afrian American PiIotg |

African Americans still wanted to serve in
the military and fight for freedom. And
many AfricanAmericans wanted to be
pilots, too. During World War Il, there wert
some people who did not believe that
African Americans could fly airplane®©f
course, that sounds ridiculous to us today
because we know that African Americans
can fly airplanes as wedls anyone else.

Fortunately, there were enough Americanmth black and whit& who knew African
Americans could fly airplanes. They did everything they could to give African Americans a
charce to train as military pilotszinally, the government sail,Ok ay, wedl | gi
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A pioneering African American pilot was “Chief’ Anderson

Charles Al fredAsmaChi
young man, he saved his money so he co
take flying lessons. When he could not fin
a flying school that would accept an Africs
American stdent, he bought his own plane
and found an instructor who would teach
him. Anderson earne
license in 1929. In 1932 he becaore of
the first African Americasto receive his
commer ci al pil ot ds

Anderson and his friend DAlbert Forsythe made many long distance flights to promote
aviation, including a tour of South America. They were the first African Americans to comy
a roundtrip transcontinental flight across the U.S. In 1940, Anderson joined the faculty at
Tuskegednstitute as head of the Civilian Pilot TrainingpBram. He was known as "Chidfy
the pilots he trained.

An important event occurred in April 1941 when Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Frar
D. Roosevelt, demonstrated her support for Africamefican pilots by taking a flight with Chie
Anderson. The success of Tuskegeebds Civi
contract to the Institute to train military pilots.

Tuskegee, Alabama

e

The government chose Tuskegee, Alabama, a
the place where Afcan Americansvould learn
to be military pilots. Tuskegee is located about
where the arrow is pointing.

Tuskegee Airmen

During World War Il, nearly 1,000 African
Americans became military pilots at
Tuskegee. They were known as the
Tuskegee Airmen.
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The fird Tuskegee Airmen were organizec
into a unit cded the 99th Fighter Squadror
There were no white people in the 9®th
only African Americ
or patch is in the top right corner. Benjami
O. Dauvis, Jr. (top left) was the commande
of the 99th Fighter Squadron. Years later,
became the first Africahmerican general
in the U.S. Air Force.

More than 10,00@frican Americans worked to
support the pilots. They served in many dlas
aircraft mechanics, supply clerks, doctors and
nurses, photographers, cooks, and so on. So t
Tuskegee Airmen were not only the pilots, but
also the support personnel.

99th Fighter Squadron

In 1943, the men of the 99th Fighter Squadron traveled across the Atlantic Ocean to the ¢
of Tunisia in Africa. In Tunisia, the 99th flevambat missions against the German Air Force.
Later, the 99th moved to the island of Sicily and then Italy.
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The Tuskegee Airmen flew several differe
types of airplanes but they are most famot
forthisone:the» 1 f Mu Fhetils g

of the 332nd Fighte
were painted red and so they became knc
as the ARed Tails. o
Jones, Jr. shows two red tail Mustangs in
flight.

Another group of Tuskegee Airmen were
assigned to the 477th Bomb Group. The
477th used twirengine B2 5 fA Mi t ¢
bombers that had a crew of six: Pilot; co
pilot, bombardier, navigator, flight enginee
and tail gunnerThe 477th was not used in
combat. Instead, the men of the 477th
became famous for fighting segregation a
their base near Seymour, Indiéna
ironically named Freeman Field.

In 1944, the 99th became part of a larger unit,
332nd Fighter Group.
the top right corner. Take a good |ldo&cause
youol!l see it again |
people in the 332rd only African Americans.
The 332nd was based in Italy.

The Tuskegee Airmen were very good pilots al
became famous for doirexcellent work. One of
their jobs was keeping enemy fighter planes av
from heavy bombers. All the men who flew in tl
bombers were white. But tliauskegee Airmen
were so good at protecting bombers that bomk
crews started asking for tied Tailsto fly with
them. This paintindpy Steve Doyle shows a red
tail P-51 shooting down a German fighter.

477th Bomb Group
= - PP ra s
o A 781




